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he had a few armed men, and that the enemy should
cut his throat first before they reached us. After con-
sulting together, we decided on accepting this offer.
Accordingly, about seven o'clock we landed, and reached
the Lalla's house without molestation. Outside the
entrance to the house, our kind host placed a number
of armed men-servants and friends, and he was shortly
after visited by several Rajpoot zemindars,

" The Lalla set about preparing breakfast, intending
no doubt to give us a sumptuous repast. Unfortunately,
whilst the meal was in preparation, the Dhobi Eajpoots
in great force entered the town and plundered, it,
Three distinct bodies of the enemy plundered the town
on this day. The Lalla feared that the enemy might
attack his house as they passed near it, and the clashing
of weapons was heard. He suggested, therefore, that
we should prepare ourselves for defence. The ladies
and children were placed in a small room, and the
gentlemen stood ready to resist an attack by selling
their lives as dearly as possible; but a kind Providence
watched over us and preserved us from harm. The
house was not attacked. It is impossible to conjecture
the reason that no attack was made. Our preservation
must be ascribed to the protecting care of our heavenly
Father. Wearily passed the afternoon. We were all
occupants of one room. At Pessewar we had despatched
. two notes to Benares, one written in French, the other
in German; a third was sent off from Karrakut on this
or the following day. On the next day, which was Sun-
day, a messenger estme from Mr Nicholls in Ms retreat,
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